Use of cholestyramine resin in the treatment of digitoxin toxicity.
Two case reports describing the treatment of digitoxin toxicity with cholestyramine resin are presented. Both female patients were receiving 100 microgram/day of digitoxin when toxicity occurred. In both patients, digitoxin was discontinued and hypokalemia was corrected. In patient 1, lidocaine hydrochloride and phenytoin sodium also were administered. Serum digitoxin levels were decreased from 43 ng/ml to 21.8 ng/ml and from 42 ng/ml to 29 ng/ml in patients 1 and 2, respectively, following administration of three 4-g doses of cholestyramine resin over a one-day period. Previous studies on the treatment of digitoxin intoxication with potassium chloride, phenytoin sodium, lidocaine hydrochloride, digitoxin-specific antibodies, colestipol hydrochloride and cholestyramine resin are discussed. Ion-exchange resins may be valuable adjuncts in the treatment of digitoxin intoxication but further studies of their utility are needed.